
held in Henry’s honor. A few lines 
from this article seem to compliment 
the photo of Henry well. They read, 
“Students did not cry at the memo-
rial service honoring the life of Dr. 
Henry Acejo. This is not because 
they did not mourn his passing, but 
because the memories they drew on 
and shared in testimonials were 
fond ones, bringing smiles and 
laughter,” and proving Henry did far 
more than just teach. (Kelly, Ruthie. 
“Students Remember Dr. Henry 
Acejo.” The Daily Aztec: at San 
Diego State University 10 Feb. 
2011. Web. 25 Feb. 2011.) 

SWC ESL Students Lose Beloved Instructor 
By Michele Weaver, ESL Student Advocate 

Three ESL Instructors Awarded for Excellence 

ESL Student Newsletter 

This photo of Henry Acejo shows 
him interacting enthusiastically and 
playfully with  his students at Mid 
City Center Adult Education Center. 
Perhaps this enthusiasm and play-
fulness is part of why since Henry 

Acejo’s untimely death on Decem-
ber 18th, 2010, students’ com-
ments to me in person as well as 
on a specially dedicated Face-
book page illustrate how much he 
touched students’ lives. Henry 
taught ESL at Southwestern Col-
lege as well as courses in ESL, 
Filipino, Filipino heritage and com-
puter skills at UCSD, SDSU, and 
Mid-City Adult Education Center. 
In addition, he co-authored a Fili-
pino textbook used at San Diego 
State University. The Daily Aztec, 
the SDSU newspaper, published 
an article covering a memorial 

a dynamic ESL and Ital-
ian instructor, Surian Fi-
gueroa received the Full-
time Faculty Award. 
Surian works hard to link 
her students’ learning to 
life off campus, often in-
viting students to Italian 
operas or  other such 
field trips.  Join the 
Southwestern College 
faculty in congratulating 
these great instructors!!  

Every year, Southwest-
ern College faculty vote 
for three talented co-
workers to receive Excel-
lence in Teaching 
awards. This year, all 
three faculty  who won 
these awards teach or 
have taught ESL classes, 
indicating the out-
standing  level of instruc-
tion in the ESL Depart-
ment!! ESL and Reading 
Instructor, Sylvia Garcia-
Navarette, who started 
out at Southwestern Col-
lege as a student over 25 

years ago, and now is 
just one of about 700 
part-time instructors, won 
the Adjunct Faculty 
Award. Also recognized, 
Andy MacNeill, the ESL 
Department Chair and 
President of the faculty 
union, won the Profes-
sional Leadership Award. 
As the head of the ESL 
Department the last few 
years, Andy has had a 
large part in the develop-
ment of college readi-
ness as a main focus in 
the ESL program. Finally, 
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April 

Lunch & Learning  

Enjoy lunch and watch  
the Hollywood film Crash 
(2004) about  race and 
social tension in Los An-
gles. Then participate in a 
discussion led by ESL stu-
dents. More details soon. 

Collaborative Art Project 

Look for details in the next 
newsletter about the op-
portunity to work with 
other students on creating 
an art project together.  

May 

ESL Certificate       
Ceremony 

6 Plan to come to the 

celebration to receive a 
certificate of completion or 
to cheer on other ESL stu-
dents. Followed by lunch. 
Time and location TBA. 

March 

4  Scholarship Application Deadline 

      See www.swccd.edu/ScholarshipApplication/ for more info.  

5  Financial Literacy Fair 10:00 - 2:00 National City Campus 

 Learn how to secure and better manage your family income, 
how to open a business and support your community. Also, 
learn how to file your taxes. 

 Food stands. 
 Free admission workshops in Spanish. 
 Children's workshops. 

Call 308-9925 for more information. Se habla espanol. 

29 Open House & Career Fair 10 - 1:00 Otay Mesa Campus 

     See exhibits, workshops and demonstrations about the pro-
grams and services available to you on this campus. Food, mu-
sic, raffle!!! Free!!! Call 619-216-6750 for more information. 

Field Trip to the exhibit Race: Are We So Different? at the 
Museum of Man in Balboa Park 

Your teacher can inform you of 
the time you are scheduled to 
go, or if your class is not going, 
contact Michele Weaver, the 
ESL Student Advocate, about 
how  you can join a trip. 

Calendar 

mweaver@swccd.edu 
 
619-421-6700 extension 5974 
 
Office 560F 
Mondays 8:30 to 12:00 
Tuesdays 2:00 to 5:30;6:30 to 8:00 
Wednesday 1:00 to 6:30 
Thursday 2:00 to 5:30;6:30 to 8:00 
Friday 9:00 to 4:00 

This newsletter was prepared by  
 
Michele Weaver 
ESL Student Advocate 
 
See contact information to your right. 
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